
Pastors Message 

 

A PATH HOME 

“My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in se-
cure dwellings, and in quiet resting places”  
—(Isaiah 32:16). 

Messiah has hosted PADS (Providing Advocacy, Dignity 
and Shelter) for nearly twenty years.  Thank you to 
everyone who has volunteered for this ministry and a 
special thank you to those who volunteered to make 
both Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve a blessing for 
our guests.  It is difficult to imagine being away from 
home at those times, yet Messiah’s doors and arms 
were open. 

Ash Wednesday, 2017 is March 1 and this year’s Len-
ten theme is “A Path Home”. In honor of our call to 
acts of unity and reconciliation, the churches of 
Wauconda and Island Lake will work to house one 
homeless person together through Housing First of 
PADS Lake County.  If 90 individuals from our congrega-
tions commit to automatically giving $10 per month for 
a year, we will accomplish this goal.  Two people will 
be housed if 180 of us participate! Information on 
Housing First is available in Messiah’s Gathering Place. 

Also during Lent, we will raise money for RefugeeOne.  
ELCA Partner RefugeeOne is a resettlement ministry 
that offers displaced persons safety, dignity and self-
reliance on their path home.  A path will form from the 
Gathering Place to the front of the sanctuary.  The path 
will cover diverse terrains – rocks, mountains, a bridge 
and will even pass by a waterfall.  Each week we will be 
invited to purchase footprints for $5 to take our refu-
gees to the various camps: Camp Randy, Camp Willy, 
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Good Samaritan Ministry 

Baby Bottle Project 

Good Samaritan Ministry’s newest project is a Baby 
Bottle Campaign supporting Informed Choices in 
Grayslake. Informed Choices is a non-profit organi-
zation with a goal to serve and benefit the commu-
nity. They provide compassionate care, practical 
help,and accurate information to men and women 
facing pregnancy decisions or past abortions. We 
will be providing baby bottles which you can take 
to fill with cash or a check to support Informed 
Choices. Please return the baby bottles to our table 
in the Gathering Place by February 19.   

A Letter from an Angel Tree parent 

We received the following letter from one of the 
Angel Tree parents in prison. There are times when 
the phone numbers are incorrect and the letter we 
send is not returned. Sadly, we are unable to serve 
these children 

Dear Good Samaritan Ministry, Messiah Lutheran 
Church, 

Greetings.  My name is Roberto Rivera. I am briefly 
writing you guys to thank you so much for the 
years that you guys were able to include my daugh-
ters in the Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree Christmas 
program. I received your letter informing me that 
you guys were unable to contact my family this 
past Christmas and as much as I wanted them to 
get something, I understand. I want to thank you 
for all the smiles you’ve brought to my daughter’s 
faces and for that light of joy and happiness to 
their lives during my absence. This was my last 
Christmas apart from my daughters and family. I’ll 
be coming home this June if it’s God’s will.  Again I 
wanted to thank you guys for everything and let 
you guys know how much I appreciate at least you 
guys trying to serve my family with a little bit of 
Christmas joy this past Christmas. Thank you and 
may God’s blessings be upon you all and your fami-
lies this new year and always. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Roberto  

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of Christians seeking to welcome and connect everyone, make  
disciples of everyone, and share Jesus' love everywhere. 

Calendar 
 
Pathway Calendar 

Feb 1 – Worship with Pathway 

March 1 – Ash Wednesday – No Pathway 
Worship at noon and 7:30pm 

March 8 - April 5 – Pathway Small Groups 
and Lenten Worship 

February Youth Group Schedule 

5 – Youth Group in the Rock (10:30-noon) 

12 – Youth Group in the Rock (10:30-noon) 

26 – Youth Group in the Rock (10:30-noon)  

February 2017 

Come to Worship 

Worship Services 
Saturday: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30am  
Sunday School: 9:00 & 10:30am (Children and Adults) 

 

Voice Communication Plan  
Please email j_engelbrecht@msn.com by the 15th of 
the month prior to your desired publication date.  
Questions? Call Jeremy at (224) 475-8808. 

Upcoming Events 

Messiah's Mardi Gras Party and Talent Show will be 
held on Shrove Tuesday, February 28.  Join us at 6:00 
p.m. for a Fat Tuesday Feast of jambalaya, pancakes 
and desserts.  During dinner these will be a pancake 
candy bar, crafts and games for kids.  At 6:45 a mask 
parade will lead us into the sanctuary for Messiah's 
Talent Show!  Sign up in the Gathering Place to bring 
food, attend or share your talent. 

For more information contact Pastor Dawn, Tracy 
Meyer or Kim Kroes. 

Come Pack with Candy!!! You've heard of "Don't 
Cook with Candy".  Well, this is a chance to "Come 
Pack with Candy" at Feed My Starving Chil-
dren.  Please save the date of Saturday, March 
25.  Messiah has spots for the 4:30-6:30 and 7:00-
9:00p shifts.  For more information, talk to Candy 
Leonard at 815-344-3955. 

Ash Wednesday is March 1.  We will worship with 
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion at 12:30 
and 7:30 p.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151117552359442&set=a.445715029441.232731.118060469441&type=1


Christian Basics 

MLPK 

effort is known Housing First. 

In Lake County, 130 people have been identified as 
chronically homeless. All but 30 have been taken care 
of by Federal funds. We hear reports of improved 
physical and mental health as they have a permanent 
apartment to call their own. In addition, the vast ma-
jority do not return to homelessness.  It costs much 
less to provide homes than support the program 
costs of homelessness. Social workers visit them reg-
ularly to connect them with other sources of help so 
that they can continue to stay off of the streets. 

Jesus called on the church to serve "the least of us". 
It is what He modeled in His own life as He healed 
and fed the sick, the lame, and the tormented. Mes-
siah’s goal is to provide housing for at least one indi-
vidual. That requires an ongoing gift of $900 a 
month.  Next month, we will launch Housing First as 
the local portion of our Lenten project.  While we’re 
asking for a monthly donation of $10 per person for a 
year, no donations will be turned down.   More de-
tails will be shared next month.   

For more information, please contact Candy Leonard 
at 815-814-4960.  

We have been enjoying all that winter has to bring in 
the classrooms! Creativity abounds in each classroom 
with winter activities and art, and lucky for us the 
weather has been nice enough to still be able to enjoy 
our nature playground, which was just recertified for a 
second year! Learn more at mlpk.org!  

SAVE THE DATE! 

Masquerade at the Mansion is coming up on March 4th 
at the historic Dole Mansion in Crystal Lake! You'll want 
to don your cocktail attire and get a sitter for a beautiful 
evening out, while supporting our amazing preschool! 
More information coming soon! 

Stacie Carr, Marketing Coordinator scarr@mlpk.org  

Outdoor Beautification Committee 
There is still time to add your business, service, or profession to the “Cards for the Courtyard” fundraiser.  For 
$40, provide us with 2 business cards and we will add your information to the business directory that goes to 
Messiah and Preschool members.  Proceeds will go toward landscaping the Courtyard.  Please contact Vinnie Jor-
dan by phone or email with any questions: 

jordansmenswear@oawl.net  

Vinnie Jordan 526-3316 

Outdoor Beautification Committee  

Pathway is going strong. Our kids are involved in so 
many different activities and just completed their sec-
ond service project night of the year. We had students 
helping with Vacation Bible School decorations, making 
cards so the sick, creating care bags for PADS, and help-
ing clean around the building. We also have students 
that will be volunteering with PADS, helping in the 
nursery, and volunteering with Feed My Starving Chil-
dren. Our kids are truly impressive with the amount 
they can accomplish! 

This year’s mission trip is to Milwaukee, WI has filled all 
its spots! Our first two Java with Jesus breakfast fund-
raisers were successful! Our next breakfast will be Feb-
ruary 19 after all three services. We also have our Spon-
sorship Board up and running, so if you would like to 
sponsor a student attending the trip, please contact 
Kim. 

Kim Kroes 

Youth Director 

kim.kroes@messiah-wauconda.org  

Youth Updates 

Camp Benjamin, Camp Lucy, Camp Tommy and Camp 
Clyde.  Maybe some of these names sound familiar.  I 
wonder which puppet will be basking in the sunlight 
on a bridge. I invite you to pray for and support these 
efforts. 

I also pray that all of us will return to our church 
home week after week to be strengthened by word 
and sacrament, supported by the body of Christ, and 
blessed by the love of God so that we might open our 
arms, hearts and homes to the most vulnerable 
among us. 

See You in Church. 

Blessings. 

 

Pastor Dawn  

(Continued from page 1) 

PADS 
You Can Help Eliminate Chronic Homelessness 

Our church serves as PADS (Providing Advocacy, Digni-
ty, and Shelter) every Saturday night because we be-
lieve deeply that Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. It's a very good thing! However, PADS was 
created to provide EMERGENCY shelter to people ex-
periencing homelessness. 

Those of us who have served at PADS know there are 
guests who are stuck in the system. Year after year 
they shuffle from one shelter to the next and live on 
the street during the summer months. These people 
often have mental illnesses or drug dependency that 
cripples their ability to move out of the system, and 
some are just caught in the cycle of hopelessness. Our 
hearts break for them. 

But there is hope!  There is a national movement to 
give permanent housing to the chronically homeless in 
our country. In communities all over America and Eu-
rope, the chronically homeless are being identified and 
offered apartments with social service support.  This 

Christian Basics, a small group for anyone interested 
in baptism, joining the church, or just learning more 
about Christianity, starts up in February! One group 
will meet on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. from February 22 
to April 5, another will meet on Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. from February 26 to April 2. Childcare is provid-
ed at both times. This is a chance to share experienc-
es, ask questions, learn, and grow in faith in a friend-
ly, supportive setting. 

Sign up on your gold sheet or contact Pastor Ben: 
pastorben@messiah-wauconda.org.  


